
 JAN. 29 Third Sunday after Epiphany; Text: Mathew 5:1-12 
 Sermon Title: Grace, Service and Hope (Sermon on the Mount) 

 Introduction  : 
 To this point in the Story of Jesus in Matthew, Jesus has made four 
 remarks to four different audiences: John the Baptist; Capernaum; The 
 devil and the fisherman, But now, Jesus is ready to deliver his first major 
 speech. It will take three chapters. The nine  beatitudo (Latin) “Beatitudes” 
 meaning “Blessing Upon”. 

 Jesus’ inaugural “State of the Universe” (Bruner) speech compliments 
 Jesus’ gift of atonement proclaimed at the conclusion of the Gospel with an 
 inspiring and empowering call for kingdom-living which informs and impacts 
 one's morals (personal standards) and ethics (communal standards). 

 5:1-2 
 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside  and sat 

 down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach  them  . 

 Why go up to a mountain and talk when healing is so dynamic? Jesus is 
 about preventive medicine (not just surgery) and incorporating his disciples 
 into bringing the needed change in the world. (You are the salt and light) 

 The “them” are both the disciples and the crowds. Jesus offers blessings to 
 both, a signal of the open posture of his school and movement. Here are 
 the Nine blessings: 

 5:3-6 The four graceful blessings upon the poor or needy. 

 “Blessed are the poor in  spirit,  for theirs is the  kingdom of heaven. 
 Blessed are those who  mourn,  for they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the  meek,  for they will inherit the earth. 
 Blessed are those who  hunger and thirst for righteousness  ,  for they will be 
 filled.” 



 Gospel grace: The blessing of a special inner quality that God gives to 
 those that feel broken because their situation in life is difficult, even 
 deplorable. God is caring for those that feel an absence of spirit, joy, power 
 and righteousness. These are people that simply lack what is needed to 
 thrive. But their derivation is God’s opportunity. 

 5:7-9 The three blessings upon those that lovingly serve. 

 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see  God. 
 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called  children of God.” 

 These blessed people are the ones that, “serve others with the grace that 
 they have been served.” (Bruner) (See also Psalm 112:1, 4) It is the once 
 empty that will offer help and hope to those in a similar state. They go from 
 reaching up to heaven for help to reaching out to bring mercy and peace to 
 others from a pure motive of love. 

 5:10-12 The two blessings upon the persecuted in need of hope. 

 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs 
 is the kingdom of heaven.” 

 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 
 kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great 
 is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
 who were before you.” 

 Finally, and somewhat amazingly, those that have been blessed and serve 
 others in response, are benefited by the persecution and suffering they 
 encounter. 


