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Ex 3:1-15; 4:1-5, 10-12 
 
Intro:  
 
Moses has an interesting background: 
Born to an Egyptian slave, he was raised in Egyptian opulence. 
But having run afoul with Pharaoh, he took to a life in the desert, working 
for his Father in Law in obscurity as a shepherd. 
 
Without notice, on a day like any other, at Horeb, an historic Holy Place, an 
exceptional spiritual/natural event took place involving a burning bush – 
one that is not consumed despite being on fire - creating a curiosity that 
turns into an encounter with God - a theophany that will live through all 
times.  
 
Theological insight- God is not into spectacles. The bush is not the main 
thing, but rather, God wants Moses to do something and to know 
something. Edwards: “Extraordinary occurrences, even miracles like 
burning bushes do not produce faith. Faith comes only from hearing of the 
living God that is addressed to us personally. For Moses, the bush 
(something) became someone (God).  
 
Moses meets the “verb deity”  
 
While this revelation is new to Moses, the God he is about to meet in 
person is not new at all - that God has been working long before Moses 
saw the bush.  
 
But God is not there to recreate the past but to make declarations relevant 
to the present: What follows in discussion is a set of transitive verbs, verbs 
that require an object to receive the action. This is important because 
God’s personal name relates.  
 
God sees and knows the misery of His people; God hears them cry out; 
God is concerned about their suffering; God will come down to rescue; And 
will bring them out of their suffering. God will be revealed as much as a 
verb as a noun! The God of his ancestors is active in the present.  
 
The revelation from God’s active presence in history is directly related to 
the call of Moses- God is looking, indeed “calling” a partner. And Moses is 
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understandably overwhelmed with Godly verbs that now involve him 
somehow.    
 
God says…”I am sending you to Pharose.” 
 
Moses has objections 
 
At this point, Moses resists and perhaps rejects the invitation. He knows 
too much about Egypt and Israel and perhaps most urgently, his own 
insecurities and shortcomings as a person. His excuses for resisting the 
invitation are functional, theological, practical and socio-political and then 
finally, psychological.  
 
1. Who am I? Shepherds do not usually confront the Heads of State. How 
could a shepherd in the middle of nowhere unravel the complicated 
relationship of a subordinate nation under the rule of the heavy hand of an 
international juggernaut? The puzzle sends Moses into a spiritual state of 
doubt and introspection.  
 
God responds: I will be with you: Edwards “Until the assurance of “I will be 
with you” carries with it the full force of divine sovereignty and love, we 
shall not know what it means to trust God. 
 
2.  Next, the objections move to theology. Who shall I say sent me? 
Introspection has transitioned to hard and genuine questions about the God 
speaking from the bush: Moses has to confront a dilemma that juxtaposes 
his genuine concerns in his personal life and status with the measure of his 
faith and understanding of God. German Theologian Helmut Thiel Icke 
famously said.. “Tell me how high and lofty God is for you, and I will tell you 
how little he means to you.” It is in the real world that God challenges our 
shallow cliches about hope. It is in times of opportunity and challenge that 
real spiritual inventory and inquiry begins in earnest.   
 
“Just who are you?” Moses naturally inquires.  
 
God reveals new intimate information and for the first time in human 
history, He reveals his name without the business card addendum of His 
title. Previously, God was known by what a god does as opposed to who a 
god is.  He has been disclosed as:  
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El  (divinity)  
 
Elohim (God)  
 
El Elyon (God most high)   
 
El Olam (God everlasting) 
 
El Shaddai (God Almighty)  
 
El Abir (God- the mighty one) 
 
El Pehad (God- the one to be feared)  
 
But now, Moses hears what Jacob did not while wrestling – his personal 
name –  “Yahweh” - a personal name that is derived from a Hebrew verb 
which means,  “To be”  Edwards pg. 38, par 3  
 
3. What about the others? Practically speaking, Moses knows the Israelites 
and they are the third party in this plan to bring liberation. But God 
responds to the question by turning Moses’ staff into a snake and then 
asking Moses to pick it up by the tail!!!! 
 
Here we see classic projectionism and an honest analysis that leads to an 
understandable doubt and hesitation to sign on the dotted line for this tour 
of duty. Moses, like Israel, is not the powerful force needed for the job. 
 
4. For this reason, Moses objects to this call because of a personal sense 
of inadequacy– He admits that he lacks the ability to communicate 
persuasively. In response, God does not relent or reverse course, but 
rather, God works and wears Moses down. One wonders just who is being 
set free? God has established some timeless truths. 
 
Who am I? A god of history and of present action. 
 
Who are you? The one I am calling.  
 
Who are they that will follow? Go back to the previous two questions.  
 
What can I possibly do given who I am? Go and do as I say with the tools I 
have provided! 
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Ex 5:1- This is what the Lord God says, “Let my people go!” 
 


